Handling Maths Equations

For example

P2 = (56 + 23)/(6+2) = 8

In an equation such as this, most of the characters can be typed straight from the keyboard.

You need the brackets to make sure the numerator (top) and denominator (bottom) of the fraction are clearly defined and calculated in the correct order. The rule is that multiplication and division are calculated first, then addition and subtraction, so if you write
P2 = 56 + 23/6+2, the answer is 59.33
The problem characters in this equation are the subscript on the P2 and the superscript on the 23.

The trick here is to type them as normal characters, then type the next character or space if none.

Then select the numbers to be sub- or super- scripted and change them with the control buttons on the menu.

In MSOffice 2007, these buttons are there by default on the Home menu
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In OpenOffice you need to customize the tool bar and add the buttons.
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NOTE, don't forget to type the following character or space or you get formulas like this

P2 = (56 + 23)/(6+2) = 8 and even text like this

P2 is the pressure

